Two people rising from the dead.  There are those who will argue that these people weren’t really dead: that people back then did not have the scientific knowledge we have – maybe the people were just  in a coma.  But whether they were truly dead or not, something changed; something miraculous happened.  God determined that they would not die at that time and place; even though, unlike Jesus, they would eventually die.
What changed?  The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah and the child survived.  God, through Jesus, took compassion on the widow and healed her son.  People calling upon God.  

What would have happened if Elijah had not raised his voice, if the widow’s pain had not been offered to God?  Would these people have died?  No matter how we answer that question, it is a struggle for our faith.  If they would have lived no matter what, then why pray at all?  And if the prayers were the cause of change, what does that say about the all knowing, all powerful everpresent God? 
We can certainly find support in scripture that God, the all knowing, all powerful, immutable God, does not change God’s mind. We see that in God’s unconditional promises, God’s covenants, with us, God’s promises to Abraham. And sometimes we see God saying something that will absolutely happen.  
But we also see situations where God certainly seems affected by situations, the circumstance of God’s people and by prayer.  Not long ago, at the Easter vigil, we heard the story of creation.  And as each day was described, it concluded with “God saw that it was good”.  God knew what was going to happen, but God delighted in the discovery that what happened was good.  
Certainly God sometimes seems affected by what people say or do.  Think about one of my favorite stories, the Golden Calf.  God says to Moses “Leave me alone so I can destroy these people.”  In truth, God was not decreeing that God would destroy God’s people.  God was expressing  utter frustration.  Moses’ response was the biblical equivalent of “What will the neighbors think?”  Moses asks “What will the Egyptians think?”  God only threatened and God did not carry through with that threat.  Did God care about what the Egyptians would think?  Perhaps God perceived that in the total scheme of things, God’s purpose might be carried out better by considering what the neighbors would think.  
Or think of God’s experience with Noah.  God was furious with God’s people and rightly so.  God decided to destroy the lot of us but when the waters receded, God felt remorse.  God regrets what God has done. Strange.  God makes a promise “I will never destroy with world with a flood again”  One day extermination of the human race is the solution – but as soon as humanity was driven right to the edge, we were forgiven. 
And so, at least for me, I believe in an all powerful God; a God who cannot be put in a box.  A God so powerful that God can change God’s mind when and if it is God’s will.  I choose to live my life with that possibility. . 
Well, how nice, you might think.  And that certainly goes along with the parable of the mustard seed and if you have the faith of the mustard seed, you can move mountains.  

But what if the mountain does not move?  How come we cannot call upon God whenever we want and have God answer that prayer?  What does that say about our faith?

Probably the most important person in forming who I am was my grandmother.  Her body failed her even though her mind did not.  As she was dying, I prayed that it would not happen.  I prayed constantly; I even tried to bargain with God.  I couldn’t move that mountain.  One day, close to the end, she looked at me and said “Will you stop that already?  Here I am praying that I will hurry up and get this dying over with and you are praying that I will live.  I would much rather get on with what God has in store for me.”    Praying at cross purposes.  Whose mountain gets moved?
When I was diagnosed with cancer, I was fortunate enough to be attending a seminary in an atmosphere where one could talk openly about concerns, prayer and where was God in all of this.  I admit that first diagnosis is frightening.  I am the world’s biggest chicken; I am afraid of pain.  I don’t like being messed with.  And I was looking at my own mortality and that journey was more than a little scary for person like me who avoids taking risks at all costs.  I am afraid of something as minor as a ferris wheel or a giant slide. We won’t even venture to talk about my views on spiders.   A friend, a Franciscan priest told me that he was praying for me.  His words shed a lot of light on that concept of prayer moving mountains.  “I will pray, of course, that you are cured.  God can cure you if God chooses, but God does not often step in to cure people.  More importantly. I will pray that you are healed.  God chooses to heal all the time.”  
Who knows whether God will cure me or will cure anyone: but God did come in and quiet my spirit.  God did come in to heal.  God decided that God’s purpose would be best fulfilled if I spent my days living them to the fullest, enjoying all that was around me.  Then God let me in on the secret so that I would not be paralyzed by fear.    
God has a purpose.  God knows God’s desired outcome: that we are in perfect relationship with God.  But God loves us so much that God wants us in relationship by our own free will, whether we anger God, frustrate God or delight God.  From the time of creation, when God delighted in the discovery that “it was good”, God has been open to being surprised.  God knows where we are going, but God is open to altering the course that we take to arrive there; to discovering with us and in relation with us, new and different ways to fulfill that purpose.    
With our prayer and our faith, we absolutely can move mountains.  What we have to keep in mind, though, is that it is God who gets to choose which mountain will be moved. 
