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The retired Bishop of lowa, the Rt. Rev.
C. Christopher Epting, next month

will become the new Assisting Bishop
of Chicago, announced Bishop Jeffrey
Lee. In that part-time role, Epting will

From left, Holy Family delegates Danczyk, Lloyd,ilRts and Cox joined Mother Gina
(center) at Diocesan Convention. All returned reee\& inspired(Photo by Richard Cox.)

Re-energized disciplés

Culminating a year of transition and restructurititat included several painful
personnel changes downtown, the Diocese of Chicagee together last month
for what was, by all accounts, a cathartic, uptifiand truly inspiring annual
convention. This year-end issue of presents four perspectives on
the event, from Holy Family’s three delegatégank Danczyk Elizabeth Cox
andMatthew Phillips—and Interim Pastor, The R&Sina Volpe

By Frank Danczyk

The Diocese of Chicago held its {7Annual Convention at the Westin-
Lombard Yorktown Center on Friday and Saturday, .N&+19. Holy
Family was well-represented by delegates Elizaleth, Frank Danczyk,

succeed Bishop Victor Scantlebury, who and Matthew Phillips, alternates Richard Cox arel&iLloyd, and clergy,

retired last summer. Bishop Epting will
share Bishop Lee’s visitation schedule
and use “his considerable talents in
other ways around the diocese,” said
Lee. In addition to serving as Bishop of
lowa, Epting also spent nine years as
Ecumenical Officer in the national
office of the Episcopal Church. He will
continue to reside in lowa while serving
the Diocese of Chicago

Deacon Elizabeth Lloyd & Mother Gina Volpe. Paraier Bruce Morton
also attended the event, which drew some 600 atndThis included
244 lay delegates, 154 clergy, and all told, reqmestives from 103 out of
the Diocese’s 119 parishes.)

As a first-time participant, | was particularly pressed by how
active our group was in both the singing and thedy. Many thought-
provoking break-out sessions were held before &ed.aCont'd on p. 4

INSIDE: A New Year’s Resolution for all of ug!See p. 5)



From The Interim Pastor...

+

On Friday and Saturday, Nov. 18-19, a group offosifHoly Family attended the Annual Conventionha t
Diocese of Chicago, this year in Lombard. It wageat experience. There were learning opporesin
everything from the process of discernment of niipi® energy sustainability. Dozens of exhibitsl dooths
covered a wide range of topics, from vendors afgglattire and altar supplies to information orfehiént
religious communities and groups such as ECW amadEfhiscopal Peace Fellowship. To say the leasgst
very much evident that your Diocese is alive antl,v@ad welcoming of all.

Our keynote speaker this year was The Rev. Steplsgpellers, from Boston, where she is the priest i
charge of th&€rossingsprogram, a very faithful outreach ministry whelleage truly welcomed. She has
written a book entitled Radical Welcomehich is available on Amazon.com. Her challetmgas at
Convention was very cleatlow do we in the Diocese of Chicago demonstratealical welcome’?

As an exercise, she invited all of us to standlard our arms opened wide, and to stay that way fo
some time. What was striking to me was that trst fime we did this, my arms grew tired quickitowever,
after the fifth time we all repeated this, my armhd not tire easily at all. We did this, she expdal, to share
the posture of a truly “radical welcome” — with arms opened wide to receive everybody.

Today, | am proud to be able to say that the Ghaf¢he Holy Family has been a place where thesarm
are opened wide at all times. In fact, | trulyibe¢ that if the Rev. Spellers were to come hére vgould be
very touched to see that, yes, indeed, we do wed@into the Body of Christ.

Of course, a “radical welcome” is more than jusiding our arms out to receive someone. It also
means being open to receiving the grace of Godptheeof Christ, and the joy of the Holy Spirita this
season of Advent, how do we prepare to welcom€tirest Child? How do we celebrate the same joy tha
Mary proclaims in thélagnificat, the Song of Mary, when she says: “My soul praokathe greatness of the
Lord. My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for hashlooked with favor on his lowly servant™?

How do we leave our own fears, like the shepherdise fields, and come to see the infant Jesus?

At Convention, the Rev. Spellers stressed thatdaal welcome is not about pushing out the old to
welcome the new, but is more of a “remix”. In ati®rds, how can the old dance with the new? She
demonstrated this by having us siff@pme thou fount of every blessinghe way it is traditionally set in our
Hymnal. Then we all sang it again, but with a nesdi beat and different instruments, creating a défgrent
take on a very familiar hymn made new. (Rest &sbtirat my electric bass days are over, so | willbe
moving a mixer into Holy Family!) However, the egise taught us how to look at something that wuektive
already know well, and to see it from a differeatgpective — with new lenses — and to welcome it.

In this season of Advent, | invite all of you &nmix your own vision of Christmas — to see thehbart
the baby Jesus through new eyes, and to welconoé thké possibilities that this miraculous story caean in
our lives. linvite you to envision what it woutéve been like to be one of the shepherds outsalstable that
holy night, or even to be able to pick up and dbtdwld the baby Jesus.

Wow, talk about a radical welcome!

bm+

./ 0 1*



‘ALL IN THE (HOLY) FAMILY’ NEWS...

December Birthdays

1 Morgan Lakomiak 13 Matthew Phillips

3 Kathy (Phillips) Thomas 18 Nicole Downey

4 Ronald Martin Jr. 26 Sally (Reiff) Lowry
13 Andrew Phillips 28 Tom Augustine

December Anniversaries

1 Dawn & Bill McCarthy 29
2 Margaret & Donald Phelps
(50 years together!)
16 The Rev. Gina Volpe
(16 years a priest!)

January 2012 Birthdays

Kristi & Benjamin Jones

v

6 Fr. Larry Gattis 18 Agnes Augustine
10 Emmanuel Imoukhuede 19 Milton Smith
11 Wyndolyn Jordan 22 Robert Reiff
12 Carol Griffith 23 Denzil Brown
12 Deirdre Clayton 27 Emily Haddad
14 Danae Danczyk 31 Richard Cox

Our Third Annual Cookie & Candy Sale will be heldt&dayDec. 17,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m Bakers and volunteers are still needed, so please
the sign-up sheets in the narthex. Or Balverley Sailerat 708-283-7118
For those of you not baking, please still spre&dvtbrd and plan on
shopping here for all your home and office Christparty treat.

'Tis the
season to deck the halls and be ‘holly-jolly’! Gumual church decorating
party, aka “The Hanging of the Greens”, will bechdlringCoffee Houron
Sunday, Dec. 1&tarting at 11:45 a.m. in the Parish Social Hsllare
invited to join this wonderful and spirited traditi. Bring all your creativity
and good cheer and help us prepare a suitable meléar Our Savior!

Following in the faithful steps of thdagi, the Church of the Holy Family will
celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany on Friday,algry at 7:00 p.m. with a
special Service of Light, followed by the Liturgf/the Eucharist. The story of
Christmas will be retold through beautiful Epiphanysic and the scriptural
lessons of the day. Epiphany commemorates theofifiie Three Wise Men
to Bethlehem, bearing gifts of gold, frankincensd enyrrh. This service ends
the 12 Days of Christmas with the power and joynasic & spoken word.

THE ADORATION OF THE MAGI-WOODCUT BY ELISABETH REUTER

The Episcopal Church Year Guide
‘Kalendar’ for 2012 is now on sale
for $5 in the narthex. Printed in the
U.S. by the Erie, PA-based Ashby
Co., the colorful 12-month guides
are packed—ifront and back—uwith
useful information, ranging from
scores of feast days and weekday
service readings to an historical
explanation of annual observances
and a guide to liturgical colars

Flossmoor rector named
Dean of Joliet Deanery

Last month at Diocesan Convention,
The Very Rev.Kristin Orr , Rector

at St. John the Evangelist, Flossmoor,
was installed as the new Dean of the
Joliet Deanery by Bishop Lee. Slated
for a two-year term, Rev. Orr now
succeeds The Rev. Dr. Kathryn White,
Rector at St. Edward & Christ Church
in Joliet. In all, there are 11 Deaneries
in the Diocese, each representing a
dozen or so congregations. Of note,
our own longtime rectoiThe Very
Rev.Robert G. Ruffie, served as

Dean for many years during his nearly
four decades at Holy Family.




(Continued from p. 1)

...business and celebratory functions. In particular,
attended an excellent educational session that wéhl
poverty, suffering, and oppression (otherwise knasn
“Liberation Theology”), and their influence on our
ministries. | also sat in on a session call@&team a
Little Dream...or a Big Dream”Both sessions were
well-presented and offered much food for thought.

“Anglicanism Remixed, the keynote address
by The Rev. Stephanie Spellers was a highlighieAd
organizer fofThe Crossingan emergent Christian
community rooted at St. Paul's Episcopal Catheidral
Boston, she is passionate about creating congoegati
that go beyond inclusion and allow themselves to be
truly changed—or ‘remixed’—by those people we’'ve
traditionally considered to be ‘the other’. We shiou
offer them not just a welcome, butmadical welcomé
that embraces the spirit of transformation.

“People get excited by the prospect of that
transformation, but also scared,” she said. Thky as
“[Will we] lose everything that makes us Anglican?”

In an age of declining membership in most
churches, Rev. Spellers challenged us to Askwe
willing to love our church enough to save it fraseif,
and welcomeveryoneinto it, to transform who/what we
are?“We have so many gifts in this tradition that could
set our wider communities on fire and move us into
closer alignment with the fantastic dream of Gahé
explained enthusiastically. It is time for us tastrcally
change our approach to others, aadically welcome
them to God’s church, concluded Rev. Spellers.

(Photos by Adam Friebeig
Once again, Liz Cox found joy in the musical procegings.

Our own Matt Phillips served as an acolyte for Bisbp Lee

Family reunion finds its mission

By Matthew Phillips

Last month, Jeff Lee told us that, to him, Dioce€am-
vention is just like a family reunion, which certbi felt
true as clergy and lay delegates from across Coiaagd
and beyond came together in Lombard. As many who
attended were some of my closest friends, it dit:ad
seem like a reunion. However, it was swhply afamily
affair. Aside from warm greetings and friends ‘¢éng
up’ with one another, we all also invited the H8lirit
into our hearts as we voted on a number of reswisti
and elected our brothers and sisters to diocegume of

We also listened to a wonderful keynote speech
titled, “Anglicanism Remixed” by The Rev. Stephanie
Spellers. Her speech incorporated topics from bekp
Radical Welcome: Embracing God, the Other, and the
Spirit of TransformationActually, the speech seemed to
transform the event from a family reunion into enfig
intervention. Spellers explained that according to a
statistical analysis, the Episcopal Church candimed
as an elitist, white, and wealthy denomination vehos
membership is in an alarming decline.

Spellers went on to explain that this decline is
because of the image (represented in the defifjttbat
we as the church have set for ourselves; an infegd t
know | feel very uncomfortable with. Her solutionI-










